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PO Box 1477  Polson, MT  59860 

Phone:  406-883-2506 
Email:  lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
Website:  www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 

 
This week’s office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 2-5 pm; Wednesday & Friday 10 am-12 pm Transfiguration 
Titian (c. 1490-1576) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday 
Immaculate Conception at 11:00 am 

Confessions are available at 10:00 am 
 

March 5 
Celebrant: Fr. Steve Lantry, SJ 

 
March 12 

Celebrant: Fr. Steve Lantry, SJ 
 

No weekday Masses available until further notice. 
 

*  *  * 
Mass times for other locations nearby: 

 
St. Ignatius Mission at 9:00 am & 5:00 pm on Sundays 

 
St. John Paul II at 4:30 pm on Saturdays; 

8:30 am & 10:30 am on Sundays 

Second Sunday of Lent 
5 March 2023 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

As we continue our Lenten journey in this second week, I am 
thinking a lot about the meaning of suffering. Our Catholic 
faith provides us with a healthy perspective on suffering that 
flies in the face of our modern culture. Our culture is allergic 
to suffering; why else would we see unspeakable numbers of 
suicides and abortions, and the growing trend in the Western 
world of physician-assisted suicide? We tend to see suffering 
as bad, and therefore something that must be stamped out—
eliminated whenever possible. The saints of the Church offer 
us an alternative perspective:  

If God gives you an abundant harvest of trials, it is a sign of 
great holiness which He desires you to attain. Do you want 
to become a great saint? Ask God to send you many 
sufferings. The flame of Divine Love never rises higher than 
when fed with the wood of the Cross, which the infinite 
charity of the Savior used to finish His sacrifice. All the 
pleasures of the world are nothing compared with the 
sweetness found in the gall and vinegar offered to Jesus 
Christ. That is, hard and painful things endured for Jesus 
Christ and with Jesus Christ. (St. Ignatius of Loyola) 

Suffering is a great grace; through suffering the soul 
becomes like the Saviour; in suffering love becomes 
crystallised; the greater the suffering, the purer the love. (St. 
Faustina) 

The road is narrow. He who wishes to travel it more easily 
must cast off all things and use the cross as his cane. In other 
words, he must be truly resolved to suffer willingly for the 
love of God in all things. (St. John of the Cross) 

St. Paul also writes in the New Testament about suffering: 

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I 
complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of 
his body, that is, the church. (Colossians 1:24, RSV-CE) 

Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in 
order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having 
a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith; that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death, that if possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3:8-11, RSV-CE) 

(Continued on page 2) 

Stations of the Cross 
Offered every Friday during Lent at 6:00 pm 

at Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 

Fish Fry 
 

Served each Friday of Lent after Stations 

of the Cross at Immaculate Conception. 

Sides of coleslaw and clam chowder! 

Adult: $10 | Child: $8 | Families pay no more than $25 

Bishop Vetter dispenses the 

requirement abstinence from meat 

on March 17th, Saint Patrick’s Day. 

See page 4! 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, 
Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, Richard Call, Teresa Cullis, Bud Cheff, Jr, Betty McMillen.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for March 

 
For victims of abuse: We pray for those who have suffered harm from members of the Church; may they find within the 

Church herself a concrete response to their pain and suffering. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Entrance: 
 

Of you my heart has spoken, Seek his face. 
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
hide not your face from me. 
 

Collect: 
 

O God, who have commanded us 
to listen to your beloved Son, 
be pleased, we pray, 
to nourish us inwardly by your word, 
that, with spiritual sight made pure, 
we may rejoice to behold your glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 

Readings: 
 

First Reading: Gn 12:1-4a 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22 
   R./ Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in 
you. 
Second Reading: 2 Tm 1:8b-10 
Verse before the Gospel: From the shining cloud the Fa-
ther's voice is heard: This is my beloved Son, hear him. - Cf. 
Matt 17:5 
Gospel: Mt 17:1-9 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 

On the threshold of the public life: the baptism; on the 
threshold of the Passover: the Transfiguration. Jesus' bap-
tism proclaimed "the mystery of the first regeneration", 
namely, our Baptism; the Transfiguration "is the sacrament 
of the second regeneration": our own Resurrection. From 
now on we share in the Lord's Resurrection through the 
Spirit who acts in the sacraments of the Body of Christ. the 
Transfiguration gives us a foretaste of Christ's glorious com-
ing, when he "will change our lowly body to be like his glori-
ous body." But it also recalls that "it is through many perse-
cutions that we must enter the kingdom of God": 

Peter did not yet understand this when he wanted to re-

main with Christ on the mountain. It has been reserved for 

you, Peter, but for after death. For now, Jesus says: "Go 

down to toil on earth, to serve on earth, to be scorned and 

crucified on earth. Life goes down to be killed; Bread goes 

down to suffer hunger; the Way goes down to be exhausted 
on his journey; the Spring goes down to suffer thirst; and 

you refuse to suffer?" (CCC 556) 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as oats, 
flour and rice.  Clients tend to prefer healthy options for food 
that are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also 
accept money donations as well. Charitable donations may be 
left in the basket at the entrance of the church.  

During Lent, we spend extra time contemplating Christ’s passion (e.g. 
praying the Stations of the Cross; meditating on the Sorrowful Mysteries 
of the Rosary a little more frequently, etc.). In Latin, “passio” means “to 
suffer.” Compassion means “to suffer with,” or “to suffer together.” As a 
Church and as a dual parish family, we will continue to be sanctified 
while suffering together until we reach that familiar joy of Easter—the 
light at the end of the tunnel. 

In this spirit of compassion, I’d like to share with you a project started by 
our own Gretchen Venters. After her own difficult personal experience 
with loss, she began a ministry to help grieving mothers in our 
community. The first part of the project is called Mama Bear Mission, 
which distributes prayer cards to mothers who have experienced the 
loss of a child; and the second part is called Project Genevieve (a tribute 
to Gretchen and Luke’s late daughter), through which special weighted 
teddy bears (see below) are donated to these grieving mothers at local 
hospitals and clinics. Here is a beautiful Christ-like example of how 
suffering can offered up and transformed into an opportunity for 
compassion. You can read more about Gretchen’s story, and her ongoing 
efforts to help mothers in our community, at: 

redbird.love/blog/y7lw906aiypcqdbjipzl7p7db48sr3 

And remembering that in Lent, we pray, fast, and give, if you would like 

to contribute to Gretchen’s ongoing efforts, please contact her at  

406-901-8980 or mamabearmission@gmail.com.  

(Disclaimer: this is an independent community project and not a 501(c)

(3) nonprofit organization and therefore charitable donations will not 

be tax deductible.) 

 

May God bless you this Lenten season, 

Katie 

(Continued from page 1) 

“Warmies® Plush are 
fully microwavable to 
provide hours of 
soothing warmth and 
comfort.  
...Curly Bear Warmies 
[are] scented with real 
dried French lavender 
and perfectly weighted 
for a positive sensory 

experience.” 

https://www.redbird.love/blog/y7lw906aiypcqdbjipzl7p7db48sr3
mailto:mamabearmission@gmail.com


Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$106,165 of $175,000 (61%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$22,693 of $44,500 (51%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

Retrouvaille 
A Lifeline for Married 

Couples 
HelpOurMarriage.org 

If you have information to be submitted in 
the bulletin, please contact the parish office 
by Wednesday morning before the printing 
of the next bulletin. Thank you! 

Last week’s question... 
What word is never said or sung 

during the season of Lent? 
Alleluia. 

 

What snack originated during Lent 
because it contains only flour, water, 

and salt? 
See next week’s bulletin for the answer! 

Would you like a discount on your auto insurance? 
 
Smart Driver Course for drivers age 50+ 
 

After completion of the AARP Smart Driver 
Course, you’ll receive a certificate of completion that can be 

presented to your insurance agent for a possible reduction in your 
auto insurance premiums. 

Membership is not required to take the course. 
 

If you are interested, please email Pete at pridge83@gmail.com or 
call him at 406-360-7386. 

It’s not too late--the match continues through March 31st! 

Saints Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs 
Feast Day March 7th 

Perpetua and Felicity (Latin: Perpetua et Felicitas) 
were Christian martyrs of the 3rd century. Vibia 
Perpetua was a recently married, well-
educated noblewoman, said to have been 22 years 
old at the time of her death, and mother of an 
infant son she was nursing. Felicity, 
an enslaved woman imprisoned with her and 
pregnant at the time, was martyred with her. They 
were put to death along with others at Carthage in 
the area of Africa in the Roman province of 
Africa (now known as Tunisia). 
 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

“There Must Be Tears" by Alfred Barrett, S.J. 

(1906-55) 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes: Rev. 7:17 

 

The fog of why men suffer only clears 

When Revelation lances down its ray 

If Heaven be the banishing of tears, 

There must be tears for God to wipe away. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa_(province)



